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cloth of the Lord. The doth, white like the autumnal
cloud, adorns the dark blue chest of Ranganatha and
resembles the celestial Ganges (which is also white)
flowing across the sky which is dark blue in colour (like
an Indranlla).

It is clear from the above verses that, they are all
stray in character [muktaka) and are recited on different
occasions, mostly during the ceremony of abhiseka done
to the Lord. Most of these verses employ the figure
of speech Rupaka (metaphor) based upon Slesa
(slesanupranitarupaka).

COMMENTARY OF TIRUT^DUNTANTAKA
(stanza 21)

As noted in the previous chapter, Parasara was
a great exponent of the Divyaprabandha and his nirvaha-s
on several passages of it are quite well-known in the
Srivaisnava tradition. Of special importance is his long
and  learned  exposition  on  a  particular  verse
Maivannanarungu.nji (stanza 21) of the celebrated
Tiruneduntantaka of Tirumangai Alvar. Although Parasara
Bhatta is known to have been a regular exponent of
the Divyaprabandha, only this particular stanza has
received his written exposition. The reason could have
been that he was attracted not only by the poetic charm
of the verse but also by the fact that the transcendental
character (paratva) and easy accessibility {saulabhya} of
the Lord are very beautifully woven into this verse by
the mystic poet Tirumangai Alvar. Also, perhaps, Parasara
is touched by the reference to the bow wielded by the
nayaka described in this verse, which is an unmistakable
reference to Sri Rama, the celebrated hero of the
Ramayana, dear to the heart of Parasara. It is also quite
evident that the utterances of Saint Tirumangai Alvar